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Mr.Sergio Aguilar
Vice-President
Technichem, Inc.
8421 S. Chetle Avenune
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90607

Dear Mr. Aguilar:

On May 14, 1998, the Califomia Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic
Substances Control (Department), conducted an inspection of Technichem, Inc. located on 8421
S. Chetle Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, Califorma. The enclosed report describes the [indings of
this inspection.

All pertinent information derived from the inspection, including documents and
photographs, are included as attachments to the report. This report will become a public
document; you may request that any trade secret or facility security informnation be withheld from
public disclosure.

[t you have any questions regarding this letter,or if you wish to meet with the Department
to discuss any questions or concems you have with the inspection or the report, please call
Dionisia Rodriguez, Hazardous Substances Scientist at (818) 551-2905.

Sincerely,

fohor fi’

Robert Kou

Supervising Senjor

Hazardous Substances Specialist
Statewide Compliance Branch

Enclosure

Certified Mait
P 529033 625
(Return Receipt Requested)

California Environmentai Protection Agency
® Printed on Recycied Paper
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II.

INSPECTION REPORT

GENERAL INFORMATION

Company Name: Technichem, Inc.

Facility Address: 8421 S. Chetle Avenue
Santa Fe Springs, California 90607

Telephone Number: (562) 698-0118

EPA ID Number: CAD 981 375 983
State Generator’s ID: HAHQ 360 142 84

Facility Type: Transporter
Regulated Units: None observed.
Waste Streams: Dry Cleaning Wastes (D001)
Regulatory Status:  Registered Hazardous Waste Transporter #2102
Inspected by: Catherine E. Hanna.
Razel Trigilio
Dionisia Rodriguez
Date of Inspection: May 14, 1998.
CONSENT

Consent to conduct inspection that involves: taking photographs, reviewing
and copying records, and questioning personnel. Yes/ No

Consent given by: Sergio Aguilar, Vice President
DOCUMENTS REVIEWED

a. Manifests. Bills of L.ading, LDR’s . Exception Reports:
Transporter’s copy of hazardous wastes manifests were reviewed.
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Contingency Plan:
Not applicable.

Training Plan and Records:.

Not reviewed during the inspection.

Incident Report:
Not applicable.

Waste Analysis Plan and Records:
Not applicable.

Inspection Records:
Not reviewed during this inspection.

Operation Log:
Not applicable.

Tiered Permitting Applications and Authorization Letters:
Not applicable.

Waste Analysis Plan and Records:
Not applicable.

SB 14 Plans:
Not applicable.

Closure Cost Estimates and Updates:
Not applicable.

Part A:
Not applicable.

Part B:
Not applicable.

POTW Compliance Data:
Not applicable.
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0. Tank and/or Containment Certifications:
Not applicable.
p- Air Board Permits:
Not applicable.
q. Variances:

IV.

Transporter Regulatory Exemption Variance (serial number
VO6HQPSCB117) was reviewed. A copy of the variance is shown

as Attachment 1.

NARRATIVE OF OBSERVATIONS/DISCUSSION WITH OPERATOR

Razel Trigilio and Catherine Hanna inspected Technichem, Inc.
(Technichem) on May 14, 1998. They introduced themselves and explained
to Mr. Aguilar the purpose of their visit. They asked Mr. Aguilar for
consent to conduct an inspection that consists of taking photographs,
reviewing and copying records and questioning personnel. Mr. Aguilar

granted the consent.

Trigilio and Hanna asked Mr. Aguilar to explain what Technichem
does. Mr. Aguilar explained that Technichem picks up dry cleaning wastes
and transports them to its main facility, which is located in Emeryville, for
treatment. Mr. Aguilar said that the southern California office only does
milkrun pick ups of dry cleaning wastes (both the solvent and filters), and
then transports the wastes to the Emeryville facility. According to Mr.
Aguilar, the Emeryville facility has been in operation for about 12 years,
and the Santa Fe Springs office has been in operation since about August,
1996. Mr. Aguilar explained that the Santa Fe Springs office, when it is
fully staffed, employs three employees. Mr. Aguilar explained that
Technichem is a registered hazardous waste transporter and has received a
milkrun variance pursuant to title 22 of the California Code of Regulations,
section 66263.42, from DTSC. According to Mr. Aguilar, a busy dry
cleaner needs to change out their dry cleaning solvent every month or two.
Technichem calls the dry cleaners to confirm that they have a pick up of
used dry cleaning solvent and fiiters. Technichem then sends out a bobtail
truck to collect the spent dry cleaning solvent and filters. According to Mr.
Aguilar, the used dry cleaning solvent and filters may stay on the bobtail
truck for ten to fourteen days while it is parked at the Santa Fe Springs site.
When the bobrail truck 1s full, the load of dry cleaning solvent and filters
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are transferred to a trailer truck where it is stored for another 10 days.
Both the bobtail truck and the trailer truck are maintained at the Santa Fe
Springs location. A driver is then sent from the Emeryville facility to drive

the trailer truck to the Emeryville facility.

Trigilio and Hanna then asked if they could walk thru the site. The
Santa Fe Springs location consists of a reception area, a front office, a large
warehouse and a loading dock. The trailer truck is parked on the loading
dock where it is loaded with drums of used dry cleaning wastes. Trigilio
and Hanna observed several drums sitting on pallets in the warehouse. Mr.
Aguilar explained to them that the bobtail truck has broken down and was
in for repairs and the drums containing spent dry wastes were off loaded
into the warehouse.(Attachment 2, Photos 1 and 2). He also said that the
drums will be loaded into the trailer truck soon.

Trigilio and Hanna asked to review the records. Trigilio noted that
the facility had a Business Plan and that the drivers received their training
from the Emeryville facility. Trigilio and Hanna left the site after the

records review.

On July 17, 1998, 1 continued the review of the hazardous wastes
manifests in the Glendale office. I noted that Technichem, picked up dry
cleaning filters (solid waste tetrachloroethylene) on a milkrun manifest.
Used dry cleaning filters can not be transported using the milkrun operation
pursuant to state regulations. Nine copies of manifests showing
Technichem as generator and listing solid tetrachloroethylene wastes are
shown as Attachment 3. I also noted that some manifests show that
hazardous wastes were being stored for more than 10 days at the Santa Fe
Springs location. Copies of some manifests illustrating this are shown as

Attachment 4.

On July 22, 1998 at around ten o’clock in the morning, I called
Aguilar to discuss the violations found during the inspection. I explained to
Aguilar that only dry cleaning solvents are allowed to be picked up under
the milkrun operation. I told him that the dry cleaning filters that
Technichem picks up from its clients must be listed on a separate manifest
identifying the generator. I also told Aguilar that in reviewing the
manifests, I found evidence that Technichem stored dry cleaning waste at
the Santa Fe Springs for more than ten days, which is the transporter’s
exemption for storage. I faxed the Summary of Violation (SOV)
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(Attachment 5) to him and asked him to sign it and return it to me. Around
noon, Aguilar called me and we went through the violations one more time.
After our conversation, I received by fax the SOV signed by Aguilar with a
cover sheet acknowledging he understood the violations.

On July 24, 1998, 1 returned all the copies of the hazardous waste
manifests forwarded to the Glendale office for review. I sent the documents
by certified mail to Steve Tung in the Emeryville office of Technichem.

VIOLATIONS

Count 1. Health and Safety Code (HSC), section 25160 (d) (1).

Technichem violated HSC, section 25160 (d) (1) in that, prior to and
continuing until at least August 27, 1997, Technichem transported used dry
cleaning filters (Solid Tetrachloroethlyne Class 6) without a properly
completed manifest.

Evidence: See Attachment 3.

Compliance: Effective immediately, Technichem must transport used dry
cleaning filters using a properly filled manifest provided by the generator.

Count 2. HSC, section 25201(a).

Technichem violated HSC, section 25201(a) in that on or about
December 24, 1997 and several other times thereafter, Technichem stored
dry cleaning wastes at its Santa Fe Springs site without authorization from

the Department.

Evidence: Attachment 4 and statement made by Aguilar to Trigilio and
Hanna on May 14, 1998..

Compliance: Effective immediately ,Technichem must cease storing
hazardous wastes at its Santa Fe Springs facility.
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Attachment 1.

Attachment 2

Attachment 3

Attachment 4

Attachment 5

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS
Transporter Regulatory Exemption Variance

Photographs

Manifests Showing Dry Cleaning Filters Picked
up on Milkrun Operation

Manifests Showing Unauthorized Storage

Summary of Violations

Date

Dionisia Rodrtig/&;;%%%q 7/ . / é?

2 pages

2 pages

9 pages
15 pages

5 pages



Attachment 1.

Transporter Regulatory Exemption Variance
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Attachment 2

Photographs









Attachment 3

Manifests Showing Dry Cleaning Filters Picked up on Milkrun Operation






























Attachment 4

Manifests Showing Unauthorized Storage
















































Attachment 5

Summary of Violations
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On May 14, 1998, the Departaent of Toxic Substances Control (OTSC), California
Environmental Protection Agency, conducted an inspection at:

Facility Nawse: Technichem, Inc.

Facility Address: 8421 Chetle
Santa Fe Springs, California 90607

EPA YD Nomber:  CAD 981 375 983
County Name: Los Angeles

As a vesult of this inspection, the violation of hazardous waste laws, repulations, and
yequiremerits listed on the attached pages wero discovored. Al violations must be corrected; the
actions you must take to correct the violation(s) are listed with eich violation{s). If you disagree
with any pf the violation(g) ox propoced corrective sctions listed in thig Svimmary of Vinlations,
you should inform DTSC. Xf you disagres with any of the violatione listed 1a Secrion I, you must
give the inspeotor who issued the Notice to Comply a written notice of disagreenent.

You must correct the violation(s) listed in Seciion I' Minor Violations, within _N/A. Withen five
working days of achieving compliance, you nust sing the statemen certifying compliance at the
bottomn of Section I and return it to DTSC af the address provided. A filse staternent that
compliaics has beent achieved is 2 violation of the faw ans punisheble by 2 fing ol not loss that
£2,00 or more than $25,000 for each viclation. DYSC muy reinspect this facility at any tine.

DTSC will provade you a complets inspection veport within 65 days of the is taspection. You
way reqiiect a8 meeting with DTSC to discuse the inspsaction on the findinge of the report. The
1ssuznce of this Summary of Violations does not precinde DTSC from taking administrative,
civil, or criminal action ag a result niot the violation(s) noted in the Suimary of Violations or that
have not been corrected within the time provided int e Notice to Comply.

Anthorized Stite Agent
Nawro: Dionisia Rodrigncz
Title: H‘;g’m Substances Sei

Authonzed Company Representative

Signaturs £ 7
Date TS
)"7

,,,,,,,



SUMMARY OF VIOLATIONS

On May 14, 1998, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), California
Environmental Protection Agency, conducted an inspection at:

Facility Name: Technichem, Inc.

Facility Address: 8421 Chetle
Santa Fe Springs, California 90607

EPA ID Number:  CAD 981 375 983

County Name: Los Angeles

As aresult of this inspection, the violation of hazardous waste laws, regulations, and
requirements listed on the attached pages were discovered. All violations must be corrected; the
actions you must take to correct the violation(s) are listed with each violation(s). If you disagree
with any pf the violation(s) or proposed corrective actions listed in this Summary of Violations,
you should inform DTSC. If you disagree with any of the violations listed in Section I, you must
give the inspector who issued the Notice to Comply a written notice of disagreement.

You must correct the violation(s) listed in Section I: Minor Violations, within _N/A. Within five
working days of achieving compliance, you must sing the statement certifying compliance at the
bottom of Section I and return it to DTSC at the address provided. A false statement that
compliance has been achieved is a violation of the law ans punishable by a fine of not less that
$2,00 or more than $25,000 for each violation. DTSC may reinspect this facility at any time.

DTSC will provide you a complete inspection report within 65 days of the is inspection. You
may request a meeting with DTSC to discuss the inspection on the findings of the report. The
issuance of this Summary of Violations does not preclude DTSC from taking administrative,
civil, or criminal action as a result not the violation(s) noted in the Summary of Violations or that
have not been corrected within the time provided int eh Notice to Comply.

Authorized Company Representative Authorized State Agent
Name 5 Eroio A‘Dy i o Name: Dionisia Rodriguez )
Title Y - Title: Haz;rjious Substances Scientist

Signature Signature/v/v,z};nm, 4 LU
Date Date 4 7/0’2&/7% 7, 3/3




SUMMARY OF VIOLATIONS

Facility Name: Technichem, Inc. Date July  .1998

SECTION I: MINOR VIOLATIONS/NOTICE TO COMPLY

Within five working days of achieving compliance, you are required to sign the certification
below, and return it to DTSC at the above address.

Failure to correct the violations and certify complhiance within the time provided may result in the
Department taking additional enforcement action of these violations.

No minor violations were observed during the site visit on May 14, 1998 and subsequent

records review..

I certify under penalty of law that the above corrective actions have been taken and the violations
have been corrected. I am aware that these are significant penalties for submitting false

iformation.

Signature Date

Title




SUMMARY OF VIOLATIONS

Facility Name: Technichem, Inc. Date: July . 1998

SECTION II: OTHER VIOLATIONS

List of violations and compliance actions not included in Section I (Minor Violations/Notice to
Comply).

1. Health and Safety Code (HSC), section 25160 (d) (1).

Technichem violated HSC, section 25160 (d) (1) in that, prior to and continuing
until at least August 27, 1997, Technichem transported used dry cleaning filters (Solid
Tetrachloroethlyne Class 6) without a properly completed manifest.

Compliance: Effective immediately, Technichem must transport used dry cleaning
filters using a properly filled manifest provided by the generator.

2. HSC, section 25201(a).

Technichem violated HSC, section 25201(a) in that on or about December 24,
1997 and several other times thereafter, Technichem stored dry cleaning wastes at its
Santa Fe Springs site without authorization from the Department.

Compliance: Effective immediately, Technichem must cease storing hazardous wastes
at its Santa Fe Springs facility.
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